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AND THE PURSUIT

|

]

»

i <8 S e T g wm s PR RET TR R SRR O I e W N IR e AN A RIS L T n i e A ) (,g:.‘,._!__ S CEUE g g
;

|

i

F

,

,

;

;

: i v ’

‘ i @ it v vk L C o e e . .

| Major Richard G. Rlisley, Infantry

; FREA s b e M BB O A G - o . o,y ol s e . o
. I Y ke R SR -

Bt e —-— T e R P e ) e e

€ VTN ol DT N (T OGRS RGN e 1 Nt Wi, (ON SRR SR R NI (0 VO 0.+ VA < U AT % Y B WP IPAVR RGP0 T O (RGN WK I IO ORI A A0 P NG E BN T A i O AR )

R eI R AR .";“"‘ oy T res

. P e B R U TV e TR LS L b o 1 »: [ T8 TR 2 AN - Vo AP T i o Sapppp!
LRRCRTEINECR WO L2 SR O T LU SO T S OPI M 8 iy o S U N it Ll A ) o AR 4 ol foaw e Y m«’\ yiw igo de ey R Y

v Vg SRR A

\
|

f

|

»

]

]

,

]

.

’ E i
.

|

]

|

\



t B o o e
AL AL A At il AL ARRER R . L ooe S

R O T TRV Y S . ; o
‘ O I P it Lo e o e el
e ngv k .

WA hor a8y e

Index 000.00...000v00000.o.0000n000.0.0.0&0000.0.0

Bibliograph}. ...O.Q..QO..“.0.0.!.'.'.‘00".000.‘.

1
)
IntroduCtion .eescsescecessssccsccscscccsscvrvonns 3
Geographical Features sececececcscacccesccacecccoes 7
NarTALiVE eoveocossosssesrsasssosasssssosscecccoses 7
Analysis and CriticisMm cesseececrccsvececsnccasses 16

Iﬁssons Q...'..'.Q..COO‘Q..‘..0......'."0.9...... 18

T - jmp = Irseh to Backem- - - - ero o T T .
“Map - Bachem to Lendstuhl
i

Y Pt}

L X M

.',J’ ,’ P N i, . X . o iy 1 " ) A
A PN eI ee) s 1 G SRy :
] U RS AR A s

- ..
ko “ W AR RN
ES . WO e ot . S

R U B TR 0 e R A O R R PR S 4 ] g i
P - ) PRI . e e AT Gt i e ge i LSRR ; g1 SN S 8 bR < L
et U AN L e < o L e R i it ol SR AN VNS PO T QQ vy . s - ' .

LA . RIS e I il WP, e, wm:’fw‘ ﬁmﬂ“:dﬂ‘& 2 3"1'%1“3;» R R e Wt . ey

< SR 0y Y ooy W Pt SRR R LRy AN Wl -
Ceans [

i oo i + v SN A
d [P ¥ ]
e s L
S i v oy IR Ay L TV 1
‘, AR e 2 e costAR G AN AL A e A




e e R R b A

A-3
A=4

AL

A R e

B I TR N an s ¥0 TP N IV PR

o g MRl Sy
e, R

There are no further dccumente of any

WAy st RO AR e MM R S e o e I A s A e ot s
: H (RN PR S NS

PR v@ §. iy w.iﬁfh’tﬂ»" [

AL R R T

Capture of Saar-Moselle Triangle and Trier
(XX Corps Operational Report, 15 December
1944-=12 March 1945)

Uncovering Siegfried Line and the Drive Through
Palatinate (XX Corps Operstional Report,
13 Merch--25 March 1945)
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26th Division History - World War II

History of a Combat Regiment (104th Infantry)

description relating to this operstion
available in the scademic Library, and,

as a result, the bulik of the material in
ocument is based on the personal

2
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knowledge and memory of the Battalion
Executive Cfficer.
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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 3D BN., 104TH INFANTRY (26TH INF. DIV.)
IN THE DRIVE THROUGH THE PALATINATE, 15-20 MARCH 1945
(REIKELAND CAWFAIGN)

 (Person=l experience of a Battalion Executive Officer) , . . .. ..... ...

INTRODUCTION
This monograph covers the operations of the 3d Battalion, 1C4th
Infentry, 26th Infantry Division, in the drive through the Palatinate

from Irsch, Germsny, 13 March 1945, to Landstuhl, Germany, 20 March 1945,

at which time the division was pinched out by the 80th Infantry Division

lﬂmmmmﬂmnmnmnmwmwm:

1 on the north and the 10th Armored Division on the south.
3 In order to orient the reader properly, it will be advisable to

describe the circumstances leading up to the bezinning of ihis operatioen
: = k s

one of the most spectacular of the divislon's actions in World war 1I.

The German offensive in the Ardennes from December 1944 to the end

e &A% - e 2

of January 1945 had developed into a costly operation for them In men
end equipment. The "Bulge" had been squeezed out and the remainder of

the attacking force had been driven back into the Siegfried Line. (1)

i
|
i
|

During February 1945, XX Corps had been attacking in the Saar-Moselle

N B

triangle, which was a strip of Germany lying between the Saar and the

Moselle Rivers, and with its apex formed by the juncture of the two rivers.
By 2 March, they hed been auccessful in capturing the city of Trier and in
clearing the area contained in the go-celled triangle. Trier was one cf
the chief communications centers in western Germany and guarded the en-
trance to the Woselle corridor, through which an ettacker might drive 1o
Koblenz and the RKhine. Furthermore, it wﬁs e vitai hggéémgn tgé Siégfried

ﬁ-, Line and the enemy who held it, held the key to the defenses, both of the

A Y

Sgar Basin and of the hifel. (2}

E ? | The XX Corps left flank was now secure for the impending eiiack to

wio ¥ the Rhine. v . .
. o o e o

e N - i .

(1) A4, p. 995 (2) A1, p. 1.
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XX Corps operstional report says, "With the fell of Trier and the

guccessful conclusion of XII Corpa'! operations north of the Moselle River,

the Sear Basin and the adjoining Palatinate region represented Germany's

e i e o ol P R LT 955

i

only substantiel holdings west of the fhine River. This area, in which

aign to destroy the German

wes to be staged the final phaseé of the comp

B

armies west of the Rhine, was hemmed in on three sides by American

G DSRS0V . VA 504 0 R 00 RO Dl W~ DM B MO o R o o = :

forces." (3)

The XII Corps wes on the north along the Moselle River to the Rhine

gt Koblenz. The XX Corps was 10 the west slong the Seer from the Ruwer

at Trier to Sesrlautern. The YXI Corps was on the west, gouth of the

P —"—

YY Corps from Searlautern to Saarguemines along the Saar River. 1o the

kS
M s $ O < s £ 07 at
siooags B2

i " " gouth between Smarguemines ard Hogensu were the XV Corps and VI Corps. (4)

§ In this large triangle wers approximately 55,000 Germens with their ?t

They were in an ynenviable position, in that

E backs tc the Rhine River.

the Rhine River constituted a barrier which preclud anything but a most

cerefully planned withdrawal beyond it. (5)

g Sy

| nas the hour of decision approacns ed, it became incressingly more =
PP ’ e

evident that the enemy, with his cheracteristic reluctance tc sbandon

ground, even when that ground had become untenable, had no intention of

withdrawing behind t

An unparalleled oppor bunity now eyigted for the destructicn in place of

the First and Seventh German Armice." (6)

L) -7

Subseqpent to emerging from the Ardennes Campaign, in which the 26th

: Infantry ‘Division ‘suffered heavy ‘cesualties] thy division received full

&
he superb natural defense 1ine of the Rhine River. i
i

: replacement of of ficers, men, and equipment, and wes ordered to relieve the

95th Infantry Division, which was holding the Ssarlautern bridgehead. This

wes sn active defense mission, and offered a welcome opportumity to give

3 much needed weepons training and batitle orientation to the preponderance

of new men who had recently arrived directly from the United States.

On 4 merch 1G&Ts
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Zéth Infantry hivision in the Saarleutern bri iArehend, end the
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Division started moving north to the vicinity of Saarburg with the new
mission of attacking through the 94th Infantry Division from the bridgehead
across tha Saar River. By 8 March 1945, all elementa of the division had

srrived in the Saarburg area. (7)

e

The 104th Infantry Regiment assembled in the vicinity of Ockfen, and,
on 6 March 1945, began the relief of elements of the 94th Infantry Division.
A strong countersitack by elements of the German 2d Mountain Division
interrupted this relief, which had been completed by the lst Battalion,
and only partially completed by the 2d and 3d Battalions. It was decided
to withdraw the 2d and 3d Battalions without further continuance of the

relief, and to leave the lst Battalion in place. This was dus to & change

i
I
i
!
?
i
|
g
|
in plan which involwed the usge of three infantry diviasicns attacking abreast,}i
namely the 26th, the 80th and the 94th, rather than having only the 26th g

=
attack through the 94th Division's positions. é

The lst Battslion now held e line on the XX Corps' right flank, ex-

tending some 2000 yards due east from the Sear River in the viecinity of

y— "

Hamm. The 28 and 3d Battalions moved into 2 large empty German hospital

in the town of Beurig, where they were t0 remain until the jump-off on

13 March 1945. This period, from 7 March to 12 March 1945, was spent in

iE
meintensnce of equipment, in instruction to correct errors committed in g
previous combat, and in extensive reconnaissance patrelling to fix definite- :

| |

1y the enemy positions in front of the lst Battalion.

e awe Field Order No. 18, Headquarters XX Corps, issued 10 March 1945,

revealed that the XX Corps, congisting of the 26th,” BUth} ¥4tn and 65th -
Infentry Divisions, the 10th Armored Division and the 3d Cavslry Group,
was to attack southeast on 13 March 1945 from the Saarburg bridgehead. 3
The mission of the 26th Infantry Pivislon (Eeinfogged) was to attack rMWM:.qfi.
gouth in zone at 0300 hours, 13 kiarch 1945, to reduce the Siegfried Line

and enemy defenses within the sone, end to meintein contact with ihs &5th

e T G st S

on the 1eft {north) Tlam. (87 : v i e e B
- 4 ,}\4‘ N '?:'Mi .. it .\, cave T ‘\m;:, ‘ i ;,;;*,,“:1.,, i,v\,; ,u‘&‘:m,: m“ W ET A n ‘t_,,,, U

(7) A-3, p. 36; (8) A-2, p. 13.

RUREL 5t o i mwmmwmm-mmwvma”m B R
{ a L e, B L T I N R R I LI T A R S R I R SV T BT R TR SRR

I 5 AL GARID), AN A .. . } ‘ - ar i v RN s W VUL e e o
TSI Y, inag g, B0 A0 TR 4100 SR WD, (8 O S bk e Sos 1 3 AR i e gl 5 T
aRRED ABr ) N AT S NS SRALAVNLL 2am MG NN D BT e 0 SN g T AN I 1ATE A BN MDA T R 0 B B AR WA Y, B A E ROV INRSE Y B NP s e e ) : Sl ot oy

Lo AR e TR a0 . e e M e et VOISR s s LTI o (YO - o~ e nt?
o BT N B . . . R

|
e;
;
g




. ) NPT T L
B ot e S B e w1 vt SSRGS i s PR g e "

’ — ‘ ) . e 1% <5 WIS
Ll il B Lo R A IR L s A RN g 1 b i Bt Sy - AN Ol o IS 83+ 6 AN A ¢ ST SO A 11

R

sy

The 26th Infantry Division Field Order directed that the 104th and

MRS,

the 328th Infentry Regiments be in the attacking echelon, 104th on the left,
The 10lst Infantry would be division reserve.

o B o4 03 SRR ). S WA S s L

The 104th Infantry Command Post was to open at Serrig at 130300 March.
The line of departure wes 4o be the line held by the lst Battalion. (9)

Company A, 778th Tank Battalion, Compeny C, 818th Tank Destroyer

Battalion, Battery A, 390th AAA Battaliom {(4.W.) and Company B, 10lst

Engineers (C) were attached tco the 104th Infantry.

The regimental ohjective was to be the seizure of the bridges over the

Seffers Branch in the vicinity of Bachem.
The 24 Battalion was to stiack through the lat Batielicn st 130300
March, at which time the 1st Battalion would revert to regimental reserve.
A& special tesk force, known as Task Force Dcnaldson, wes formed with

two

’U

letoons of Company A, 778th Tank Battulion, a platoon of Company C,

v

818th Tank Destroyer Battalion, a platocn of Battery A, 390th AAA Battalion

(A.W.), consisting of eight helf-tracks, mounting either quadruple ,50
caliber machine guns, or dusl .5C caliber machine guns with a coaxial 37 mm
gun, 3d platoon, Company B, 10lst Engineer Battalion (C), Cannon Company,
104th Infantry, AT Company, 104th Infantry, Compeny K, 104th Infentry, end
& speciel medical section from the 34 Battslion medical section. The
balance of the 3d Bettalion would be available as a Task Force reserve to
be committcd onr ordey- of ths Raglue:tal Cummurnder. o g

The task force was to be commanded by Lieutenant Coclonel Hugh G.
Donaldscn, who had returned recently from hospitalization resulting from
battie wounds.

The 3d Battellon was commandggipy Lieutenant Colonel Howard C. Dellsexrt,
who had been assigned to this command shortly after lieutenant Colonel

Doneldson had been evecusted. - : S - ;;
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GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES

The terrain, with shich we w111 be concerned for this operation, is

L T rmm—pa———

varied, and, in places, i8 not favorable to military operations. The

P
(%

Searland and the Palatinate (or the Pfalzer Berglsend, as it is known to
the Germans) covers epproximately 4000 square miles, bounded on the north
by the Moselle River, on the west by the Saar River, on the south by the

German border between Saarguemines and Leuterbourg, and on the east by the

Rhine River. South of the Moselle River lie the Hunsbruck Mountains,

N ~.aww-emmr«ww!mﬁim NG Iy PR

characterized by steep and heavily wooded ridges, which are cut by deep
valleys. The Nahe HRiver separates the Hunsbruck iountains from the more

level area of the Palatinate and forms a narrcw valley. The Palatinate,

PR AT L e B

BN G G0 It 0 i

i

extending northeast from Merzig and Ssarlautern to the Rhine at Meinz,
forms a huge drainage saddle between the Hunsbruck Mountains to the north
and the Hardt Mountains tc the south. It i1s the doorway from the Lorraine

Plateau tc the wvalley of the Rhine. The terrain is open end unduleting

about 1300 feet in elevation; surmounted by steep hills, some of which

reech heights of over 2000 feet, and lie generally in broken ridges with

| steep slopes to the southwest,

E In spite of the fact that this was difficult terrain from a military

“ standpoint, it still afforded the best availeble passage from the Sszar

é3 ' River to the Corps objective, the Rhine valley in the vicinity of Mainz. (10)

‘ NARRATIVE

¢ e —— At 130300 March, the 2d Battalion, 104th Infantry, jumped off thrcugh -

: the line held by the 1lst Battalion. The Germans had had plenty of time to
prepare to meet this attack, and progress was peinfully slow. In this
heavily wooded area, they had placed a large quantity of booby traps, anti-

wo- o personnel mines and antitank min®s. 4B our troops stiemptad to nagoliats

these mine fields, they were met with heavy concentrations of mortar,

tillery, nebelwerfer and rocket fire,
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(10) A-2, p. 1.
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Colonel Ralph A. Palladino, the Regimental Commander, was anxlous to
reach the objective, and, at 1245, committed Task Force Donaldsen around
the left flank of the 2d Bettalion with an initial objective of reaching

" the Britten-Bachem Rcad.

B A D TR W T 91 95 T RS B e

This atvack had progressed cnly about 150 yards beyond the line of

departure, when the task force encountered heavy mortar, nebelwerfer and

artillery fire. One half-irack of the 390th AAA Battalion was knocked out

ﬁ% at this time by a mortar shell., One self-propeiled tank destroyer of the

! 818th Tank Destrcyer Bettalion was put out of action by a direct hit from

an enery self-propelled gun, estimated to be an 88 mm. Almost simultaneously,
a medium tank, belonging to the 778th Tank Battalion, ran over an antitank

i mine and was disebled. The forward movement of the task force was painfully

slow, because of the mines and booby traps Whieh had to be located and

removed frcm its path. The engineer pistoon was employed in this task

0 1 SR AU B A i v s o

which was especially hazardous, due tc the fact that they were exposed all

this time to shell fire. There were also enemy caves and pillboxes to be

?’ reduced, which added to the difficulty. By 1630, the task force had reached
ff the high ground northwest of Greimerath on the west side of the Zerf-Losheim
Road, where it prccesded to reorgenize. The unit had suffered approximately

25 casualties tc this point, two of them officers. Company K had lost its

commanding officer and nineteen men; the antiaircraft platoon had lost its
commending officer and two men; and the engineer platoon had lost two en-

listed men of the mine removal detail.

As the recorgonigetion was being compleded ,~the-tasix fores was hit by a

German counterattack, the strength of which was estimated to be en infantry

battalion reinforced with tanks. This attack was of such size and fury that
~ the Task Force Commander requested the Regimental Commander'to cpmmit the

remainder of the Third Battalion, which waz in an assembly area southeast

of Irsch, in order to hold the position. The Regimental Commander agreed

| readily, and ordered the Third Battalion to reinforce the positions of Task
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and the Regimental Commander ocrdered the Task Force and the Third Battallon

Commenders to hold thelr present position and dig in for the night.

That evening, Lieutenant Colcnel Denaldson received orders assigning
him to the 328th Infantry, effective at once, and command of the task force
then passed to Lieutenant Colonel Dellert, Commander of the Third Battalion.
Lieutenant Colonel Dellert placed Captain Bencivenni, the Regimental Anti-
tank Company Commander, in charge of these mechanized units in order to
facilitate their control, and the task force then became the Third Battalion,

Reinforced.

| In the meantime, the Battalion Command Fost had displaced to a pillbox
T ebout five hundred yerds west of the Zerf-Losheim Road.
By this time, the 80th Division hed reached the hlgh grcund south of

Greimerath overlooklng Bergen. (ll)

At 0615, 14 lerch, the Third Battalion, with the mission of seizing

‘;ﬁ;gﬁgHgmﬁéﬁgiﬁﬂiﬁﬂmnamwmawmw;ﬁma 0 S IR AN

erossings over the Seffers Branch at Bachem, attacked south toward the next

i

high ground. Again the rugged wooded terrein, the caves and pillboxes, and

i

Tl

! the mines and booby traps retarded the movement to such a degree that the
atteack bogged down. The terrsin was impasseble to armor, and it was necessary
to move the tanks and vehicles by bounds over the Zerf-lLosheim Road, which
waes just over the boundary in the 80th Division zone, The Battalion Commander
desired to utilize the shock action of his mechanized units by attacking along
this roed, in conjunction with his infentrymen. He felt that this blow would
be sufficient to overrun the resistance to his immediate front, and sliow him

%Yo accomplish hiswﬁéssigpwof‘se;zing the bridges at Bachem. Therefore, he
explained the situstion to the hegimental Commander and requested permission,

through channels, to use the roead.

i
i
i
i
|
%
:

At sbout 1000, while the Battalion Commander was waiting for permission

o pubebis plan into effect, the Commanding Genersl of the 80th Divieion

entered the Battalion Command Fost, and informed him that the road he was

planning to use wes in the 80th Division zone, and, further, that he would
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vacate this road immediately. The Battalion Commender attempted to explain
his difficult situation, and the fact that he hed requested permission

through channels for the use of this rced; but this explanation was of no
avail.

A8 soon as the General had left, the Battalion Commander contacted the
Regimental Commander and told him of the developments.

In view of the fact that a daylight advance through that wooded and

precipitous terrain would be slow and very costly, the Regimental Commander
ordered a sneak night attack, It was believed that the batteiion could
E, negotiate these woods, unbeknown to the enemy, under cover of darkness more
E speedily and with a minimum of casualties.
. All equipment would have to be hand-carried, including heavy weapons,
ammmnition, medical supplies and communication equipment. Therefore, it
was decided that only items necessary for the accomplishment of the mission
would be taken, and that the remainder, including ell ermor and vehicular
transportation, would be left with the Battalion Executive Officer in the
vicinity of the Command Fost.

The battalion moved out at about 2030 in a column of companies on an
azimuth of spproximately 157 degrees. Radio silence was ordered and noise
| end light discipline strictly enforced.
From this time, until the following morning, 15 March, the Battalion

kxecutive Officer had no contact with the Battalion Commander. Finally at

)

£
300, a radio message was received from the Battalion Commander to the effect i
® o mru... . that he was.balting the battalion wntil dsylight. . Fert of his unit had.. . .. gf
become separated, and he could only guess where he was. The woods were so

dense and the going so difficult, that it was impossible to stay oriented
as to his exact position. They had had no enemy contact.

After daylight, the Battalion Commandé;wtook action to calléét hié'VUﬁ
E' scattered units. By 0900, he hed recovered and reorganized his troops.
He decided that his best move would be to head east toward the main road in
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south, by gulding on that prominent terrain feature, Accordingly, he again
moved out in a column of companies, with Company K deployed in the lead.

At about 120C, 15 March, Captain Bencivenni lcecsted the Regimental

v 3

Commander of the 20th Divislen's 31%th Infantry, which hed juet srrived in

the vicinity. This regiment was assuming the 80th Division right sector,

in order tc fill the gap being caused by the execution of a pivot movement
to the east, Captain Bencivenni explained the situation and his desire to
attack along the main road with the armor. The Regimental Commander said

he had nc objections, since he was not yet ready to move, and that it would

undoubtedly aid him in his own attack.

After this coordination had been made, Captain Bencivenni alerted his

L e

colum and moved out at about 1400 hours. Men of the antitank company,

0 M 0 Bt B mammsuém R

| i ‘employed as riflemen, were riding on the tanks and tank destroyers, which
were in the lead. As this force neared the bend in the road north of
Britten, the Commander observed an enemy column approaching on foot. By
%‘ arm and hand signal, he quickly deployed his tanks and infentry, and opened g
E fire on the German cclumn, which was taken completely by surprise. The §§
eneny was thoroughly disorganized by this sudden volume of fire and scattered §
in a disorderly manner, in an attempt to escape across the open field to the %
east of the roed. ,%
5 By nere ecolncidence, the Third Battalion had reached the edge of the §
t woods just below the armored column, and immediately took the enemy under §
| fire from the flank. The results of this attack approached a massacre. In §
| a matter of minutes, the Germans who were still alive, surrendered. Forty- i
E © " 'five prisoners and four 105 mm artillery pieces were taken and appréﬁimatélyﬂwmw”'g;v
E one hundred enemy dead were counted. EL
E The Battalion Commander notified the ixecutive Officer by radio of the |
iﬁ , situation, and inctirucied hin to displace the Command Fost. He also staled

that he was contimuing his attack to the south.

: At this time, and with very little opposition, elements of the 80th
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Accordingly, the Command Post started moving forward, and, at about
1500 hours, was reestablished in a camouflaged, reinforced concrete stable
on the west edge of Britten.

The attack continued against only scattered resistance, with the
infantry cleaning out pockets in the woods, and the armor moving along

the hard road which wes now in our zone.

By darkness, the battalion had seized the bridges over the Seffers

i Branch intact, and continued to move into Bachem, where it captured a small
| group of enemy. The battalion moved to the east edge of the town, and took
another small bridge over a tributary of the Seffers Branch, A perimeter

defense was set up, and mcvement stopped, awaiting a new mission.

It was now about 0300 hours, 16 March, and the Bettsalicn Commander

gsent = m-ssénger in amjeep back to guide thé Commaﬁd Pést gr;up fogwafd £é
a new location in Bachem. The new Command Post was set up at abcut 0500 in
a house on the west edge of Bachem.

At sbout 0900 hours, the Regimental Commander moved into town and
established a forward Commend Fost in a house across the street. He sent
for lLieutenant Colonel Dellert and told him that information from the
Division Commander indicated that resistance had crumbled all along the
front. He ordered Lieutenant Colonel Dellert to motorize as much of his
battalion as possible, and to start moving at once to Reimsbach with a new
mission of seizing crossings over the rrims hiver. The remainder of tne
battalion would start out on foot and would be picked up by fifteen kitchen
trucks, which were being attached to uha Third Ba alion. 1onel Palladinc
said that the trucks would chk up the troops in about two hours as they
first had to be unloaded and come all the way from Serrig.

One of the two tank platoons would be detached from the Third Battalion
g; ' effective at once.

i_ Company L was mounted on the tanks and Headquarters and M Companies
crowded on organic transportation. This column moved out at about 1030.
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The move of the mechanized column to Reimsbach was made without in- é
cident. The enemy apparently had withdrawn completely from this area. §
Colonel Falladino, with his advanced echelon Command Fost, rode with §

the column. % 1
Upon arrival in the town of Reimsbach, a Command Fost was established, %

and Company L was sent to occupy the high ground to the southeast and secure § i
the area. A patrol from Headguarters Company patrolled the town from house §
tc house to check for enemy military personnel. All these tasks were ac- %
complished at about 1300, %
At 1400, Compsnies I and K arrived on the Service Company trucks. %
Colonel Palladino ordered the battalion, now completely motorized, to move %

to Aussen and seize a bridge over the Prims River, After the cepture of . % é

the bridge, they would cross and hold the bridgehead for the remainder of § j

the division. = 1

The batialion moved out at 1500 and advanced to the high ground over- % 1
looking Aussen. Here, the head of the column was taken under enemy artillery %
fire and forced to deploy. Lieutenant Cclonel Dellert, who was with the §§
column, crdered an immediate abtack on the town. ‘the formation would be a %
=

colum of companies, with Company L and the tanks leading., The Canncn

Company, tank destroyer platoon and antiaircraft platoon would support the

attack by direct fire from positions on this high ground.
Under cover of this supporting fire, the battalion moved intc the town
against relatively ineffective small arms fire. Once inside the town,

e emren o roee o BARWENET, the attack develomed into. house tn house fighting.

|

The Battalion Commender, who was by this time on the west edge of the i

town, still did not have any information on the bridges. As it was getting
late in the afternoon, and he needed the information as soon as possibie,
he requested an artillery liasison plane to fly a reconnsissance mission and

ascertain which bridges, if any, were still intact. The request was granted
at once. and. very SPaThlu. bl ARmbmicAet SR, Gl e, Vi Qo someresova
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reported that the bridge at Aussen had been destroyed, hut the bridge at
Huttersdorf, 1500 yards to the south, was intact.
By this time, Aussen had been cleared. In order to reach the bridge

&3 quickly as possible, the Battalion Commander sent one platoon of

e DL TRE BT FENTT ey - 7

Company L, mounted on the antiaircraft half-tracks, to capture and secure

the bridge without delay. The tanks, tank destrovers and the remeinder

LT

of Compaeny L would follow, as quickly as possible. Captain Eugene Cristol,

B B B L

the Company L Commander, went with the half-tracks.

This bridge was outside the regimentel zone, but since these were the

first units of the division to reach the river, Lieutenant Colonel Dellert

1Y

used his own imitiative in seizing the bridge.

As Captain Cristol's small force approached the bridge, it encountered

intense ertillery fire, and smell arms fire from a group cf enemy defending
the bridge. In the ensuing fight, three half-tracks from this small task
force were knocked out, four men were killed, and thirteen men were wounded.

The west approaches to the bridge were secured shout 1700, Shortly safter-

Ko o R R G R B i

wards, the rest of Company L arrived on the tanks and tank destroyers, and

with them was the engineer platoon. It was impossible to cross the bridge

during deylight, dve to the heavy fire from the other side of the river.
At dark, the engineers started removing mines from the approaches to

the bridge, and, at about 190C hours, Task Force St. Patrick of the 10lst

Infantry arrived on the scene. Although the bridge was in the zone of the

101st Infantry, its Hegimental Commender gave permission for the Third

Battalion to use tne brldge until 2400

R A sy A A WV A e NSRS e LK b

At 1900 hours, the Battalion Command Post dlsplaced to the new location

il v iR

3
in Aussen. Sporadic artillery concentrations were still landing in the town, ‘%

end continued tc do 80 all through the might.
Artillery shelis were also lending on the bridge, and, although several

casualtles were suffered, the crossing by the Third Batislion and elements

of the 1Clst Infeantry continued through the night. The Divisicn Engineers

5~ (PR GRS AP STER AR RPN SRS RIS ST R 05 I T A DI S Il s v 2 X2 ¢ NS NG N Ao, kv -
were employed in the construction of a Eailey bridge at Aussen.
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By daylight on the 17th, the Third Battalion was completely across
the river, and was continuing the attack toward Rummelbach. In this town,
about seventy-five prisoners were taken and six multi-purpose 88 mm guns

were captured and destiroyed.

|
g

1t was learned that this same morning over two hurndred Germans were

a9

taken in the town of Buprich, by elements of the 1018t Infantry. HNo one

haz ever been able to understand why this foree did not attack Ceptain

W IR E

Cristol's small group on the afternvon before, when they had first reached
the bridge. i

By this time, it was apparent that the attack had developed into a

| pursuit. The mission for all units now was to push, as repidly as possible, | g

to the Rhine River,
A new attack order was received at the Battalion Command Post in
Rummelbach from the Regimental Commander. It was an overlay type order

and showed only what seemed an endless series of objectives.

§
i
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The battalion (motorized) moved out immediately, and, by nightfall,
against only scattered resistance, had captured Dirmingen. Five bridges
were teken intact in the town, and seventy-five more priscners were added

5 to the fast mounting total. The battalion then reverted to regimental
reserve, and remained in town until the afternoon of the next day. All but

five of the attached kitchen trucks were taken away by the Regimental Com-

mander for use by ths Second Battalion.

Late in the afternoon, the battalion moved out by shuttling, and, at

%i dark, entered Urexweiler, vhere about forty Germans were routed oul of thewﬂ“w;w%i;;ww

| ;

| houses in which they had been sleeping. Apparently, they had no leeader, %
2

| and had teken no security measures.

| A Command Post was established in a hotel, and the battalion ouzpostea
the town for the remainder of the night.
At 06C0, 19 March, the column sgalin moved out by shuttling. There was

sufficient transportation to carry all but one company. Men rode on every |
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available pilece of equipment. The Command }ost wes now mobile and accompanied ii
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the column. All semblance of organized resistance had disappeared. Only
occasional defended road blocks and isolated grouprs hampered the forward
movement. By employing the engineer vlatoon with the infantry, the blocks
were methodically and quickly reduced and the advance continued. By early
evening, the battalion had reached nltenkirchen, which was outposted for the
night. Trucks were sent back to Urexweiler to pick up Company K, which had
been left, due to the lack of transportation.

On 20 Merch, Company L was left behind, and, at 0600, the battelion

I~y
ik

Ta
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n the afterncon, the city

i

again moved out for the next objectives,

of Landstuhl was reached. Elements of the 10th Armored Divigion had alresdy
entered the city, and were busy rounding up prisoners. The order to halt in
place was received from the Hegimental uOﬂTaﬁﬁ&F. The 26th Division had now
béen pinched out, by the 80th Division cutting in from the north, and by the
10th Armored Division to the south,

A Battalion Command Fost was established in the eity, and Company L
was shuttled forwerd from Altenkirchen. The {iroops were quickly located in
comfortable billets, and settled down with the prospect of a good night's
sleep.

¢

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
A study of this operation revesls thst, in the period from 13 to 20

March, the Third Battalion had not only participated in daylight and night
attacks against a determined enemy, but alsc had had the exciting experience
of a pursuit of the foe it had defeated. . .. e

There is no record of the number of enemy killed or captured available
to the writer, but it is believed that the battalion did its share in the
accomplishment of the regiment'!s mission.

The lack of suitable roads in the battalion zone before Bachem pre-
vented the efficisnt use of the armor, and contributed greatly tc the delay

in reaching the town. It 1s quite possible that closer cooperation with the
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‘: 1. If the battalion had been able to use the Zerf-Losheim Road sooner,

the enemy would have had less time to prepare his defenses and to lay mines

after the attack of i3 March. There would have been fewer casuaities, if

these obstacles had not been encountered.

2. Maximum use of the shock action and fire power of the tanks, tank
destroyers snd multiple .50 caliber machine guns of the antiaircraft battery, i -

in conjuncticn with attacking infantry, could have been realized by the

earlier use of this road. It is conceivable that Bachem wculd have been

captured at least twenty-four hours sooner.

The attack on the night of 14-15 March accomplished very little.

Attempting to maintein contact on a dark night in heavy woods, over unknown
territory, is practically impossible, for a unit as large as & battalion.

In addition, the difficult going over the rough terrain impeded the advance

of the men carrying heavy eguipment.

It was only by happy coincidence, that the battalion was able to
participate in the annihilation of the enemy at the road bend.

It is probable that the timely capture of the bridge over the Prims

River, even though it was outside the Third Battalion zune, saved it from

| destruction at the hands of the enemy, and afforded the entire division
quick passage of the river, enabling them to continue the pursuit.

The prompt action of the Regimental Commander when he mctorized the

Third Battalion at Bachem was commendable. By so doing, the battalion moved

with such speed, that the enemy never had a chance to prepare effectively

1y
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and man successive delaying positions. The mines and boohy traps were

conspicuous by their absence after the crossing of the Prims River. It was

|

.
’ also apparent that the enemy did not heve sufficie nt time to use what man-
power he had properly This was particulaerly 1nd1cacea in the situation at
Buprich where 200 men had no infiuvence on the operation, when ‘bhsy were
cepable of causing our units excessive delay and casualties at the bridge.

The employment of the engineer platoon well forward in the pursuit
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a short time with their special equipment, and, undombtedly saved the

battalion from many delays,
By loadirg inf trymen on tanks and tank destroyers, and overloading

ctha“ types of organic vehiclss, less truck ar¢e needed from outside sourcss

S AN 0 ORI R A DR i e s

j!

to move an infantrv battalion

¢

This expedient was necessery tc the success

of this particular operation.

LESSONS
Some of the lesscns tc be learned from this operation are:
1. Night attacks, against anything but a limited objective, are §,
| hazardous operations, and should be resorted tc only when all other lines
of action have been carefully considered.

2. Coordination and cooperation of adjacent“units are essential to

the success of an cperation as 2 whole. Commanders mist keep the big

picture in mind, and be willing to offer assistance to other units if it
is within their power, and if their own operation is not being jeopardized

by so doing.

3. Initietive is a must on the part of all commanders.
4. In the pursuit, engineers must be placed well forwerd in the

column to enable them to employ their heavy equipment at once, and not

waste valuable time attempting to double bank a long column on a narrow roed,
. 5. Units as large as a rifle company can be shuttled in the pursuit

when there is insufficient transportation, and speed is essential. In the

i’ ... ... event of unexpected enemy contact, the company being shuttled ecen be-gent: SRR

E for and still arrive in ample time to influence the action, if needed.

6. TWhen the enemy is withdrawing, exert the utmost pressure on him

continuously. Don't give him the opportunity of getting well set for jour

5  atteck. o
;, 7. The added shock power of armor employed with infantry is a highly

desirable consideration when the terrain permits its use.
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ordination and planniQ§ are necessary in order to be able tc pse
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dela; ing positiona effectively A ﬁlsorganlzed mob is of no value to any army.
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